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In the Beginning 
Mos t of Mesopotamia . away from its marshy rivers, is a 


flat , tree less plain, hot and dry with few natur al reso urces . 


It does n ' t seem a like ly spot to give birth to c iviliza


tion-a nd, in fact, anc ient M eso pota mian culture bega n 


not 0 11 the plain but in the mountains north and east of 


the p lain. 

Th ere gree n wooded hill s enjo ye d reg ular rain fall and sup 

ported a wid e va riety of plants and ani ma ls. The ea rly peop le of 

the region we re hunter s and gath erer s . Th ey lived on ga me and 

wild plants, and they frequentl y had .to move their homes to 

follow their food. 

Around 10,000 B.C.E.* they mad e a revoluti onary cha nge in the ir 

lives . Som e peo ple discovered that instead of eatin g all the wild seed they 

colle cted , they could plant some near their hom es . Th en food plan ts wo uld 

gro w there nex t season , and they wouldn ' t hav e to travel far to collect 

them. Th e people also di scovered that they cou ld have m eat when they 

wanted it by protec ting some of the wild herds from dangers and keeping 

them grazing nea rby. 

Thi s chan ge all owe d peo ple to build pe rmanent homes and acquire 

more possess ions . Aft e r a time, howeve r, intense far mi ng or graz ing on 

the sam e land wore out the so il. Th ese ea rly farm ers then bega n movin g 

down int o the Mes opotamian plain. 

Here the soil was thick and rich, and it was ke pt that way by the 

yea rly fl oodin g of the Euph ra tes and Tigris Ri vers . Dur ing the late sp ring 

these rivers, swo llen by meltin g snow fro m the Tauru s and Zag ro s 

Mountain s, ove rflowe d their bank s, turnin g the who le pla in into a lake . 

Retrea tin g wa ters left behind rich soil cani ed clown from the mo unta in s . 
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